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1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-0 31 1 041 
D2: EP-A-0 308 092 
D3: US-B1-6 210 230 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.1 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A connector shell for a multiple wire cable assembly having multiple ground 
conductors and signal conductors, the connector shell comprising: 

a housing having a ground potential (implicitly disclosed in col. 3 lines 3- 

16); 

a multitude of contact elements arranged in a longitudinal array, the 
contact elements being provided for making electrical contact to contact 
elements of a mating connector and comprising: 

(I) grounding contact elements for connecting to the ground conductors 

of cables of the multiple wire cable assembly; and 
(ii) signal contact elements for connecting to the signal conductors of the 

cables of multiple wire cable assembly; 
a longitudinal ground plate extending along and in the longitudinal direction 
of the array of the contact elements, the grounding plate having two lateral 
edges at least one of which is provided for electrical connection to the 
ground potential of the housing; 

wherein the grounding plate comprises through holes having the grounding 
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contact elements extending therethrough, 
wherein at the through holes the grounding contact elements are 
electrically connected to the grounding plate and frictionally engage within 
the throughholes (16); and 

wherein the grounding contact elements are capable for connecting 
directly to the ground conductors of the cables or directly to terminal 
connector of the cables. 

2.1 .1 Additionally it is to be noted that in the description on page 5 lines 2-5 the 

frictional engagement of grounding pins to the grounding plate is particularly 
described as being known to those skilled in the art. 

2.2 Consequently, the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT regarding novelty are not 
fulfilled. 

3 Dependent claims 2-1 9 do not appear to contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1-D3 cited in the search 
report: 

Claims 2-8: see D1 , Fig. 2 

Claim 9: see D3, Fig. 1 

Claims 10-12: see D1, Fig. 2 

Claims 13-15: see D1 , col. 4 lines 32-34 

Claims 18-19: see DT, Abstract. 

4 The invention relates to a connector shell for a multiple wire cable assembly. 
Consequently, it is obvious that the invention has industrial applicability and the 
requirements of Article 33(4) PCT are fulfilled. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



